
Friday 11th October 2019 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another busy week at Manchester Academy, with sports fixtures, a careers fair, Big Tests for Y8 and Y9 

and lots of extra-curricular activities. The time given by our fantastic staff and the commitment from our 

students is impressive. Next week is the Manchester Academy Open Evening on Thursday 17th October 

and a reminder that the Academy shuts earlier for students on Thursday at 1.40pm so we can prepare. 

Please promote the event amongst the community, your friends and family – we would like to be able to 

show off the progress we’ve made! We break up for half-term on Friday 18th October and students return 

to Manchester Academy on Tuesday 29th October.  

Thank you to all are parents for being so supportive of our ambition to have all our students in full          

uniform, dressed smartly, ready to learn. We have seen noticeable improvements especially in the upper 

school which has impressed visitors when we have toured them around. Attendance remains key and 

please support us by keeping in school absence to a minimum and ensuring your child is on time every 

day. 

Year 8 and Year 9 have impressed during the first round of Big Tests, next week Y11 start the first round of 

Mock Exams and then towards the end of next half-term Y7 and Y10 complete their Big Tests. 

I hope you are finding the weekly parents’ briefing useful – please let me know if there is anything you 

would like more information on.  

Mr Eldon, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 

Year 7 have had a positive week with there being an increase in attendance by 2% meaning we are on 

97% as a year group, well done! Let’s try and get to 100% by half term. 

We have made a new record as the year group have achieve over 3000 positive merits on Classcharts this 

week, mainly in areas such as thriving on challenge, being prepared in lessons and ready to learn and  

having pride in the academy. 

Next week there will be a focus on punctuality where we would like to see a big team effort to reduce the 

number of lateness into school. 

Year 7s got talent contestants have been making sure they are fully prepared to show off their talents by 

coming to practice. I have had the privilege to work with these students and they are incredible, and I am 

very proud of each and every one of them. I look forward to their performance with prizes on offer like 

chocolate, early lunch passes, attendance to the Christmas trip and gift card for the winner. 

Massive well done to all students. - Miss Maybury  

 

Year 8 

This week saw Y8 complete their big test for English. This year new far stricter exam rules have been put 

in place and students over the last couple of weeks have been learning these rules, consequences and the 

importance of doing the best that they can during the exams. This is fantastic preparation for when they 

start KS4 examinations. 

I am extremely proud of Y8 and the way that they conducted themselves with total professionalism      

before and during their big English test. 

The students really were a total credit to the school in the way they followed all instructions. All students 

were silent and came into the hall in single file lines and all in very good uniform. They listened and were 

quickly seated in the exam hall ready to start the test. There was not one single warning given out during 

the exam. 

Y8 have set the example with their behaviour and attitude to the rest of the school for how to participate 

in exams. 

Over the past few weeks form teachers and the Y8 team have been working hard to educate Y8 students 

in the importance of attendance. Our whole school attendance benchmark is 95%. Over the past three 

weeks we have seen a steady improvement for Y8 total attendance, and we are now up to 92%. 

Finally, this week I have had a number of students coming up to me asking me about their ATL                

information and how they have done? I get the impression that Y8 are generally excited to know and find 



out how they have done so far this term. - Mr Boyle 

Year 9 

This week year 9 have once again, been amazing! Uniform is nearly perfect, and we have very little issues 

to contend with; thanks to all of the parents for ensuring your children are coming to school looking smart 

and presentable. It is clear they are proud to be part of Manchester Academy and I am proud of them for 

that. Big Tests have begun and pupils are getting used to the new exam protocols in place, great practice 

for their GCSE’s which will be upon us before we know it. The first round of ATL scores will be given by 

teachers in the next week which will allow me to identify pupils who are truly deserving of rewards.  

As you know, this year we are focusing our efforts on the 95% of pupils who have an Outstanding Attitude 

to Learning and we are excited to introduce our rewards initiative to the pupils who are consistently        

showing this attitude.—Ms Hensell 

Year 10 

Year 10 are continuing to impress teachers with their excellent Attitude to Learning. Before the half term 

is even finished the group have collected an impressive 8736 positive points from their teachers! 

Many students have been inspired by the Careers event held this week and have begun refining their   

interests with form tutors. There have been some ambitious and exciting industry areas highlighted by 

students mirroring their determination and work ethic this year. I have approached several organisations 

to hopefully create some experience and workshop opportunities for students this year, so they are able 

to get an insight into the workplace. 

Teachers will soon be entering ATL data next week and I am very much looking forward to seeing some 

vastly improved scores from last year. Thank you to parents supporting pupils who consistently strive for 

excellence during the school day, these students will be recognised and celebrated this academic year 

with lots of exciting rewards events! 

Next week, I will be selecting students in year 10 for a “Barclays Life Skills” group. This group will be com-

pleting several workshops covering areas such mental health well-being, money management and self-

confidence. 

We have had a productive and busy half term so far and we’re just getting started! I am very proud to be 

working with such a charismatic group of students- well done everyone. - Ms Tempest 

Year 11 

Manchester Academy leading the way in providing excellent CEIG as students were given the opportunity 

to quiz some of the leading college provisions in Manchester on Wednesday. 

 



Y11 students meet with the Head of Year 11 to discuss delivery of an assembly to peers- Raising pressing 

issues concerning men in society. WATCH THIS SPACE! 

Testimony  

I had the pleasure of welcoming Patricia, Kaltum and Emmanuel to form time today. What lovely and   

articulate students. They really ensured their message came across but in an age appropriate way for the 

Y7. Kaltum in particular showed real strength and leadership skills but they all worked together as a team 

for the presentation. I was hugely impressed. Any help I can give with evidence for their GCSEs I will. They 

were great role models for Y7 to look to and aspire to emulate. 

News 

• Three YR11 ambassadors visited St Mary’s Primary School.  

• YR 11’Parents’ Information Evening is taking place on Tuesday 15th October between 6pm and 7pm. 

Mr Eldon and other key staff will be presenting important information and we recommend that all 

Y11 parents join us. Due to space issues, students do not need to attend. 

• Magic Breakfast Club continued to fuel MA students for free, Getting the edge. 

• Year 11 Mocks commence next week with English and Maths: students have lots of material to pre-

pare with  

• Workshop for YR 11 on A'Levels next week with Mr Eldon - what they are and what you need to 

study them. 

Sport  

Boys’ basketball will be starting in the sports hall this Friday.  

Dance Club for girls every Thursday . 

Boxing club Friday for year 11.  

 

Mr Clarke/Mr Sealy 

 


